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Thesis Abstract

This thesis explores the heart of the overall theology of North American evangelical
theologian Stanley J. Grenz (1950-2005). By taking a theological approach that is both "above"
and "below," Grenz's theology is wide-ranging through its interaction with philosophy,
sociology, and psychology in order to demonstrate that Christian truth can enter and illuminate
all knowledge that is found in the world. This requires a theology that is open without losing
its Christian character. Between openness and conservatism, and amidst God's freedom within
the world that God created, Grenz develops a complex theological scheme whose coherence
and stability revolves around the theme of community. In a postmodern context, the theme of
community provides a way forward for understanding how the interaction of scripture, tradition,
and culture, as well as the interaction of human relationships, are all mutually embedded. For
Grenz, the power of this interaction is guided by the Holy Spirit toward the realization of eternal
truth.

Community is central to Grenz’s theology not only because it can effectively integrate
various theological aspects and elements, but because for Grenz, everything in fact both
originates from and ends in community. Thus, this thesis will demonstrate that community is a
self-contained concept in Grenz’s theological system. It is first embodied as an epistemological

function; from this function, a corresponding methodology is developed; finally, Grenz’s



ontology provides the theological basis for the legitimacy of this epistemology.

In line with such an understanding, after the first chapter, which explicates the theme of

the thesis, the second chapter of the thesis will clarify the ideational factors that influenced the

constitution of Grenz’s theology through a tracing of the historical development of Grenz’s

theological thought, with an aim to help us understand the epistemological formation of his

theology of community; the third chapter enters into a specific analysis of Grenz’s theological

method, clarifying the hermeneutical and dialogical model he adopts within the postmodern

context. Chapter four discusses how Grenz builds a foundation for a theology of community

from a divine ontological and anthropological perspective in order to demonstrate the

theological legitimacy of community as a comprehensive theme. Finally, in chapter five, an

evaluation of Grenz’s theological proposal of community as a comprehensive theme is offered

in a way that aims to again demonstrate that community is a central and self-contained concept

in his theology.

KEY WORDS: Community, Imago Dei, Postmodern
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